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is dominating the Corea, and has stamped out a
dangerous rebellion in Yunnan. No one can doubt
that if China were to get for sovereign a man with
the organising and aggressive genius of Peter the
Great or Frederick the Second, it would be a very
formidable neighbour to either British India or
Russia. Neither is it easy to suppose that the
improvements, now tentatively introduced into China,
will not soon be taken up and pushed on a large
scale, so that railways will be carried into the heart
of Asia, and large armies drilled and furnished with
arms of precision on the European model. In any
such case the rights which China has reluctantly
conceded or still claims over Annam and Tonquin,
over Siam, over Upper Burmah, and over Nepaul,
may become matters of very serious discussion. At
present the French settlements arrest the expansion
of China in the direction most dangerous to the
world. Unfortunately, the climate of Saigon is
such as no European cares to settle in, and the
war to secure Tonquin was so unpopular that it cost
a French premier his tenure of office. It is difficult
to suppose that France would make great sacrifices
for such a possession. It seems not unlikely that
she might consent to sell her rights, or to exchange
them for some commercial advantage, or for some
territorial equivalent, such as China might have to
offer in the future. Should some arrangement of
this kind ever be made, China will incontinently
resume the old protectorate over Siam, and will
become very much more formidable than she is
even at present from her inherent strength.

Whatever, however, be the fortune of China  in
this direction, it is scarcely doubtful that she will not
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